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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2018-429
Sponsor: Council Member Dennis:
Date of Introduction: June 26, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: June 29, 2018
Type of Action: Expression of Council Position
Bill Summary: The resolution expresses the City Council’s opposition to the sale of JEA at this time.
Background Information: The resolution expresses the view that JEA is a utility that is highly responsive to local needs.  JEA is firmly rooted in the Jacksonville community.  Its headquarters is in downtown Jacksonville; its employees are largely Jacksonville-area residents.  JEA makes annual, substantial contributions to the City of Jacksonville’s general fund.  Electric, water and sewer rates are set locally by the JEA board and not by the Public Service Commission in Tallahassee.  In the aftermath of recent hurricanes, JEA crews worked relentlessly                                                                                                to repair and replace downed poles and wires.  The resolution contends that if Jacksonville residents had to rely on an investor-owned utility, the likelihood is that Jacksonville residents would not have fared as well with the emergency responses than other more populated areas. The resolution argues that it would be ill-advised to put our local utility on the market for sale at this time.
Policy Impact: JEA
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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